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Pat s Pen      
Hope you are all seriously considering joining us on our AFWOA Cruise in March 2008.  For information, see 

our website www.afwoa.org 

   

We have included some information in this Newsletter on the VA Program called VA Aid and Attendance .  
I t is a program to provide caring services for veterans who need assistance for Activities of Daily Living (ADL).  
See page 5.      

We also thought you would be interested in the exchange we had with the Craig Road Development 
Corporation, and the Heroes Resort in Las Vegas.  The final e-mail from Mr Hill stated, Your comments 
regarding the Restaurant have been taken under consideration .  See pages 7 & 8. 

   Please send us your inputs for the next newsletter, and any comments you have about AFWOA.  Pat  

 

Reminder  
Annual Dues for 2008 are due 

(Please check your mailing label to see how many years you are 
paid through.  Electronic users can view this info on-line at 
http://www.afwoa.org/members/.)   

Send $10 to  
Air Force Women Officers Associated  
P.O. Box 780155 
San Antonio, Texas 78278-0155 

 

News from our Members  
From Marinda Joy Coultas Wood 
I enjoyed the Feb 2007 article by Vivienne Sinclair.  She called 2007 a banner year because she completed 
OBMC that year.  Upcoming 2008 is what I call a banner year, because I completed OBMC that Fall, and had 
most of the same staff included in her picture.  Some of the accounts she set down reminded me of a couple of 
my experiences.    

In 1971, as a Major and Base Comptroller at KI Sawyer AFB in Michigan, I spent considerable time trying to get 
an assignment at the AF Academy to teach economics.  I had received my MBA at AF expense.  The final 
decision was NO , and it was because I would have outranked (as a Major) the head of the department.  It had 
nothing to do with qualification.  

Then, when I was finishing Air War College, the Comptroller at the AF Academy came to Maxwell to talk to me 
about a follow-on assignment to the Academy the first class of cadets was to be admitted.  When I asked him if I 
was being recruited as a Comptroller, or to fill a quota with the incoming class, he would not give me a straight 
answer.  Consequently, I turned the offer down, and went to HQ Military Airlift Command as the Budget Chief.  

As Vivienne said, we have seen a great deal of history made with respect to the careers of women WHO WERE 
NOT RATED.  I enjoyed a very satisfying and rewarding career and have no regrets.  At the time I entered the AF 
in 1958, little did I know at the time that law prevented me from attaining the rank I ultimately earned.  So WE 
HAVE COME A LONG WAY!!!             Marinda Joy Coultas Wood Colonel, USAF-Retired                                      

Editor s Note:  I ll echo and amplify Pat Murphy s request for your inputs for the next 
newsletter.  We continue to get rave reviews on Vivienne Sinclair s narrative from the February 2007 Newsletter.  
It sounds like you all would love more of the same.  Please send those stories in! 
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From Libby Haynes     
Libby wrote that she was looking 

forward to the WIMSA ceremonies and 
the AFWOA symposia this fall.  She 
writes, I live just 12 miles south of the 
new AF memorial and attended its 
dedication.  President Bush gave the 
keynote address, speaking on the 
history of air power.  When he told us 
that in 1942 General Jimmy Doolittle 
launched B-52s from aircraft carriers, 
there was an audible gasp from the 
crowd of about 17,000 people, followed 
by a little titter, then silence, as 
everyone realized they were being 
impolite.    

Libby is chairman of the WIMS group 
in her community (70 members, 
including two Marine Corps brigadier 
generals, the 1st and 2nd women ever 
promoted to that rank in the Marines).   

She is sorry to say that she will miss 
the March Reunion Cruise, but hopes to 
attend the next time.  

From Roz Knapp 
I am just now catching up on last week's events which included the 
TMC, WIMSA anniversary and  volunteering for a state senate 
candidate in addition to the symposium. All is finally more quiet on the 
Eastern Front.   

The symposium was a very nice event. The attendees I spoke with 
said they were enjoying it very much. Many stopped by the booth and 
said "I never heard of AFWOA". My response was, "That's why we're 
here." Quite a few seemed very interested.   

The total number of brochures handed out over the three days was 
about 81. That includes several enlisted who wanted to take them to 
their officer friends, bosses, etc. That seems like a reasonable number 
to me.   

The WIMSA anniversary was a nice event also. I did not attend the 
gala, but did attend the Fri. nite event at the Armory and the Ceremony 
on Sat. I was disappointed that I did not see more people that I knew 
(two - one local, one not). The Army seemed to have the most 
attendees.  An impressive feature of the ceremony was a fly-over of 
four helicopters from Ft Belvoir all piloted by women.   

Nancy Pierce is enjoying retirement in the Texas Hill Country.  She and her husband Wade live on 10.5 acres 
southeast of Blanco.  Much of Nancy s time is taken up babysitting their smaller grandchildren.  When not 
babysitting, Nancy and Wade enjoy working on their acreage, clearing brush, removing cedars trees and moving 
BIG rocks.  Yes, they enjoy moving the rocks to better place!  

Nancy retired from the Air Force at Offutt AFB, Nebraska in 1994.  She then worked as a contractor at Kelly AFB 
and later as a civil servant.  She then went on to work 6.5 years at USAA and left there in October of 2002.  
Nancy later worked VERY part-time at her church, First Baptist Church of Universal City as their Sunday Morning 
Worship Facilitator.  There she was responsible for the sound, lights, camera and video necessary at Sunday 
morning services.  This was right up Nancy s alley since she served in the Air Force as a Communications-
Computer Officer.  

Nancy and Wade have 4 children and 9 grandchildren.  Their oldest granddaughter is currently going through 
Basic Training for the United States Navy at Great Lakes Naval Station near Chicago, Illinois.  They are very 
proud of her. 

Nancy and Wade always welcome visitors, so drop by and see them at 5962 Ranch Road 32 in Blanco Texas.  

More on K.C. McClain (see Aug 07 issue) 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE STAFF 
FROM:  AF/A1 
SUBJECT:  Senior Leader Announcement 

SENIOR LEADER ASSIGNMENTS: 
MAJ GEN KAY C. MCCLAIN 
FROM: Director, Force Management Policy, Deputy Chief of Staff, Manpower and Personnel, Headquarters 

United States Air Force, Pentagon, Washington DC 
TO: Commander, Air Force Personnel Center, Randolph AFB, TX 
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From Loretta Behrens 

  
Canvas tents.  "Sundowners" around a campfire 
under the Southern Cross and a billion other 
brilliant stars every night.  Elephants walking 
through the camp.  Ethereal calls of hyenas and 
grunts of big lions before daybreak.  Loretta 
Behrens and her husband Dennis led a group on 
a tented safari in Kenya this summer.  Colonel 
(retired) Katie Counts from Denver was with 
them.  For first timers or many-timers to Kenya, 

  

  
  

   
Katie Counts 

everyone enjoyed the chance to rough it (well, with a full camp staff and guides 
looking after everything) and didn't miss the phones, tv, and computers.  Kenya is 
one of the best countries for game viewing and sampling the culture of local tribes.  
We passed through the tea, coffee, fruit and vegetable, and flower growing regions--
Kenya is a great farm country and exports to Europe and UK.  

Loretta Behrens currently arranges small group travel to Africa, Argentina and Spain.   
A new venture is organizing a train trip in India for 2009.   

After thirty years in the Air Force, she retired as a colonel in January 2000 to live 

 

Loretta in haircurlers (no 
electricity!) 

permanently in San Antonio.  Her Air Force career included serving three assignments in the Pentagon, the last of 
which was Director of Inquiries for the Air Force Inspector General. She also worked at the Air Force Personnel 
Center at Randolph in such areas as training, promotions, and technology conversions.    

After returning to San Antonio, she was the Executive Director of Any Baby Can for two years, a local charitable 
agency serving San Antonio, Bexar, and eleven surrounding counties, by assisting families of children with 
chronic diseases or long term disabilities.    

She's an active member of the Monte Vista Historic Association, the San Antonio Rotary Club, and the Women s 
Skeet League at the San Antonio Gun Club.  Her latest challenge is English riding lessons.  

AFWOA member Lisa S. Skopal has been promoted to Vice President of Operations, Air Force Villages, Inc. 
She will oversee the operational components, Air Force Village I, Air Force Village II, Freedom house 
(Alzheimer/Dementia), and Health Care Services Corporation. It is the largest retirement community in San 
Antonio, Texas and has been recognized by the San Antonio Business Journal two years in a row. The Dining 
Room renovation project in Healthcare won the 2006 National Design Award.      

Lisa is responsible for services, programs care and living environment 
for over 1200 independent, assisted living, and healthcare residents.  She 
manages a staff of over 500 employees. Since 2004 she has served as 
Executive Director, Air Force Village II.      

From 1979 to 2004 Lisa was a military officer with over 25 years of 
achievement in the hospitality and recreation area. Her honors include 
1990 Outstanding Air Force Services Junior Officer of the Year and 2000 
Outstanding Air Force Services Senior Officer of the Year.      

She earned a B.S. from Purdue University in 1979 and a Masters in 
Management from Webster University in 1992.  Lisa attended Air 
Command and Staff College in 1994 and Air War College in 1997. Last 
year she earned the Certified Aging and Services Professional (CASP).        

The AFWOA members at Air Force Villages are proud of Lisa s 
accomplishments and congratulate her on this well deserved major 
achievement.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Carolyn Shillcutt Patrick (featured in the October 2006 Newsletter 

 

read it at 
www.afwoa.org) who has been selected to take command of the 377th Mission Support Squadron at Kirtland AFB 
NM.  Daughter Elle is now in Kindergarten, and husband, Regan, is flying helicopters at Kirtland.  3
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Merry Christmas from Jennifer Fullmer in the Sand Box!! 

    
The 9th Expeditionary Bomb Squadron is keeping Americans safe by circling overhead and 

making sure that Santa delivers loving thoughts and prayers to our service men and women 
on the ground in harm s way...we made a deal with the man-in-red that we would deliver 
Christmas presents to the bad guys...all wrapped up in metal with a GPS tail kit to help guide 
it through the blowing snow and ensure timely delivery precisely to deserving recipients.  
Meanwhile...    

On the ground at Al Udeid Air Base, there are Christmas lights and decorations strung on 
many buildings throughout the installation, and my guys have John Denver Christmas music 
playing down the hallway.  The mission continues...but we're accomplishing the mission today 
and tomorrow with the Christmas spirit...thinking of family, good friends, and decent hard 
working Americans all over the globe who depend on the mission over here to keep us safe 
on our home soil.     

We had a Christmas party last week...we had the maximum participation we could have 
while still flying our daily missions. Our guys decorated the building, my boss arranged for 


