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From Pat s Pen 
Our board members have been 
invited to attend a meeting of the 
Institute of Medicine's (IOM) 
Committee on Evaluation of the 
Presumptive Disability Decision-
Making Process for Veterans. 
The Veterans' Disability Benefits 
Commission is charged with 
doing a comprehensive study of 
benefits provided to compensate  

     

veterans and their survivors for disabilities and deaths 
attributable to military service. The Commission wants the 
IOM to review the scientific bases used for making 
presumptive decisions. The meeting will be held Oct. 4 in 
San Antonio. We are pleased and honored to represent 
AFWOA and to offer input into this most important study, 
given its possible consequences for women veterans. 
We'll have more information in our next newsletter. 
Thanks for all your kind comments about the newsletter. 
Keep those cards and letters and e-mails coming.  
Pat  

The Quarterly National Board of Directors 
Meeting was hosted by Bev LaFond, and was 
held on Wed, Sept. 20th, at 9:30 a.m. at the Air 
Force Village.  

Recruiting Expanding membership continues to be an 
endeavor.  An article in Air Force base newspapers was 
suggested.  We welcome ideas from the membership at 
large. 

News from our Members 
Carolyn Shillcutt Patrick was recently selected for promotion to Lieutenant Colonel.  Regan, her active-duty 
husband, meets the November board, so keep your fingers crossed for him as well.  Carolyn and Regan are 
plugging away trying to get a join-spouse assignment.  It looks like Carolyn will be going to Kirtland to fill a 
position in the AF Inspection Agency.  They plan to move to Albuquerque in late October, before Regan 
deploys to Iraq.  He comes back in Mar 07, and hopefully, by then, AFPC will have found a job for him at 
Kirtland, too.  Their daughter, Elle, is doing well and has become a good swimmer.  She still loves horses, but 
is losing interest in ballet.  We only have time for one big hobby at a time, so she is thinking of trying her 
hand at either karate or piano at our next assignment.

   

On Memorial Day, Carolyn spoke to the local (Tucson) VFW about her deployment to Baghdad.  Read her 
riveting speech, beginning on page 7 of the newsletter.  

From Sylvia Reeves Dake Hello Ladies!  So good to be kept 
posted on the lives of the women veterans who supported our 
country by serving in the AF.  THANKS!  Many of you supported 
my AF career and have remained friends through the years.  This 
is a blessing!    

Guess what?  I'm bucking for employment with the federal 
government again.  I have applied for recently-announced 
positions with FEMA in an effort to fulfill what I believe is a calling 
to serve our country again.  Wish me luck.  I am finding that a lot of 
my skills and experiences from the Air Force will be useful in terms 
of the requirements for these positions.  My career seems to be 
coming full circle.  I just wish all the women on active duty could 
know that their experiences today could bring opportunity and 
advancements even 20 years down the road. Thanks for making 
the best of my memories, and helping keep my future connected to 
it.   Regards to all!    

Doris Winter Walters aka Doris K 
Winter wrote, I was at OTS when 
Dianne Ordes was the Commander.  
She was the first woman officer I ever 
saw.  I wasn't a star in OTS but I had a 
great career and she certainly sent me 
off into the wild blue yonder.  More 
about our Yacht club.  We recently had 
a Love Boat themed cruise and I wore 
my original mess dress issued at OTS 
in May of 1968.  My friends were 
impressed... by the uniform and that I 
still was the same size 38 years later.  
My husband beamed.
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Vivienne Sinclair-Vuosalo sends greetings from 
Helsinki Finland.  She sent us the postcard (right), 
commenting that she often sees swans in the area 
around Helsinki.  

Mary Baldwin s husband, Bob, wrote to tell us that 
Mary had a stroke, is stable, but faces a long recovery.  


